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For years, Senator Landrieu/Lincoln has been talking about solving our health care crisis.


Now, after months of debate, Congress is on the verge of taking action – with legislation that will help reduce costs; prevent insurance companies from denying coverage for pre-existing conditions; and increase competition with the choice of a public insurance option.  
 

But just as Congress is getting ready to pass this historic legislation Senator Landrieu/Lincoln is threatening to block reform from even coming up for a vote – siding with insurance companies against Arkansas/Louisiana families.
 

If you think it’s time to keep the insurance companies honest, then call Senator Landrieu/Lincoln  at (202) 224-3121 

 

Tell her to support an up-or-down vote in the Senate – blocking a vote only helps insurance companies, and hurts Arkansas/Louisiana families.  
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	DOCUMENTATION:

The version of the Senate health care reform bill contains a public health insurance option. According to Health Care for America Now: “A public health insurance option increases competition, something that is sorely lacking in health insurance markets today… By introducing competition into the marketplace, the public health insurance option does two things. First, it lowers cost for everyone… Second, a public health insurance option will keep the insurance industry honest… Without a public health insurance option, there will be no incentive to control costs or play by the rules because there will be no competition. If everyone is forced to by insurance, and the government gives people subsidies to help everyone pay for it, what incentive do insurers have to lower their prices or stop their abuses? However, by increasing competition and giving people a true choice, a public health insurance option can lower your premiums and the cost to government, as well as make sure insurers play by the rules.”
(http://blog.healthcareforamericanow.org/2009/09/14/the-public-health-insurance-option-what-how-and-why/) 
According to the White House, a public health insurance option would “foster greater competition; lower costs; and give consumers a greater variety of affordable choices.” http://www.whitehouse.gov/realitycheck/faq#i2
According to former secretary of labor and professor at the University of California, Robert Reich:  “without a public option, the other parties that comprise America's non-system of health care -- private insurers, doctors, hospitals, drug companies, and medical suppliers -- have little or no incentive to supply high-quality care at a lower cost than they do now.” (Wall Street Journal, June 24th, 2009, http://online.wsj.com/article/SB124580516633344953.html )

Also, a public insurance plan would force, forces private companies to compete with the government option, ultimately reducing costs for consumers.  See for example the Urban Institute’s study “Can a Public Health Plan Increase Competition and Lower the Costs of Health Reform?,” 10/3/08, available at http://www.urban.org/publications/411762.html.  
According to the Associated Press, the Senate health care bill guarantees: “No denial of coverage based on pre-existing conditions. No higher premiums allowed for pre-existing conditions or gender. Limits on higher premiums based on age.” Associated Press, http://www.google.com/hostednews/ap/article/ALeqM5gm81TTE7a0EUL9JlzVML1dnH2N2gD9BL9MB80   

Republicans are expected to try to filibuster the Senate health care reform bill at every step of the process. However, in order for them to succeed in blocking an up-or-down vote, at least one member of the Democratic Caucus would have to join them in voting against cloture. While some conservative Democrats have committed to voting to allow the debate to proceed, but Senator Landrieu and Senator Lincoln refuse to publicly commit. 

Senator Landrieu has not committed to allowing the Senate Health Care bill to come to a vote on the Senate floor. According to Politico, she is: “very skeptical” about the Reid plan. She refused to say whether she would even vote to begin debate, saying she was “going to continue to work on a principled compromise.” (Politico, 10/28/09,   http://www.politico.com/news/stories/1009/28821_Page2.html )

Senator Lincoln has not committed to allowing the Senate health care bill to come to a vote on the Senate floor. Her spokesperson recently said on the subject: “Senator Lincoln has yet to see all the details of the plan Leader Reid has asked the Congressional Budget Office to review and therefore is withholding a final decision on a procedural motion to send it to the floor.” (Plumline, 10/30/09, http://theplumline.whorunsgov.com/health-care/blanche-lincolns-office-shes-withholding-decision-on-whether-to-let-health-bill-go-to-debate/ )
Insurance and HMO interests have been vocal in their opposition to the public health insurance option, and have spent millions of dollars lobbying against health care reform, including the public option. 

According to a recent report, insurance and HMO interests are spending nearly $5 million per week fighting against health care reform. One of their top targets is the public health insurance option.

(http://www.campaignmoney.org/HMO_insurance_spend_to_kill_reform) 

According to The Hill, the two trade associations that represent the insurance industries sent a letter to key members of Congress stating their opposition to the public health insurance plan. The letter was signed by America’s Health Insurance Plans (AHIP) President and CEO Karen Ignagni and Blue Cross Blue Shield Association (BCBSA) President and CEO Scott Serota. 

(The Hill, 3/24/09, http://thehill.com/business--lobby/insurance-groups-pen-letter-against-obama-health-plan-2009-03-24.html )
According to the Associated Press about the industries opposition to the plan: “Industry lobbyists are using influential allies, a thick wallet and a strategy of avoiding blatant confrontation to block or weaken the proposal, which Democrats say would drive down costs by offering an alternative to private companies.”

(Associated Press, 8/6/09, http://www.startribune.com/politics/national/congress/52594712.html?elr=KArks8c7PaP3E77K_3c::D3aDhUec7PaP3E77K_0c::D3aDhUiD3aPc:_Yyc:aUU )
And according to the Politico:  “…insurers have played the inside game, spending about $40 million on an army of lobbyists and lavishing campaign contributions on Democrats and Republicans to kill the public option. In all, the health industry spent $133 million in the second quarter alone, more than a million bucks a day.” (Politico, 7/25/09, http://www.politico.com/news/stories/0809/25709.html
As evidenced by the data shown above, the Senate health care reform bill would increase competition and help lower costs for Americans. 




