	AD TEXT:

Congressman Dave Reichert. Caught red-handed taking thousands from health and insurance interests.

Then voting against reforms those interests oppose.  

Dave Reichert. Caught red-handed voting against lowering costs....against providing access to quality coverage no matter what happens to your health or job.

Does Dave Reichert think special interest wealth is more important than your family’s health?
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Congressman Dave Reichert has received 
$105,958 throughout his career from health and insurance interests, including:

Insurance

$101,021 

HMOs

$4,937 

TOTAL

$105,958 

Representative Dave Reichert voted against House of Representatives version of health care reform, H.R. 3200- America’s Affordable Health Choices Act, when the House Ways and Means Committee voted on the bill on July 16th.

http://reichert.house.gov/News/DocumentSingle.aspx?DocumentID=137919 

Health and insurance interests have been vocal in their opposition to the public health insurance option, which is included in H.R. 3200 and is a key part of President Obama’s health care reform plan, and have spent millions of dollars lobbying against it. 

According to The Hill, the two trade associations that represent the insurance industries sent a letter to key members of Congress stating their opposition to the public health insurance plan. The letter was signed by America’s Health Insurance Plans (AHIP) President and CEO Karen Ignagni and Blue Cross Blue Shield Association (BCBSA) President and CEO Scott Serota. 

(The Hill, 3/24/09, http://thehill.com/business--lobby/insurance-groups-pen-letter-against-obama-health-plan-2009-03-24.html )

According to the Associated Press about the industries opposition to the plan:

“Industry lobbyists are using influential allies, a thick wallet and a strategy of avoiding blatant confrontation to block or weaken the proposal, which Democrats say would drive down costs by offering an alternative to private companies.”

(Associated Press, 8/6/09, http://www.startribune.com/politics/national/congress/52594712.html?elr=KArks8c7PaP3E77K_3c::D3aDhUec7PaP3E77K_0c::D3aDhUiD3aPc:_Yyc:aUU )

And according to the Politico:  “…insurers have played the inside game, spending about $40 million on an army of lobbyists and lavishing campaign contributions on Democrats and Republicans to kill the public option. In all, the health industry spent $133 million in the second quarter alone, more than a million bucks a day.” (Politico, 7/25/09, http://www.politico.com/news/stories/0809/25709.html
If passed, H.R. 3200 would lower costs for Americans by eliminating co-pays or deductibles for preventive care and rate increases for pre-existing conditions, gender, or occupation. It would also create an annual cap on your out-of-pocket expenses and establish group rates of a national pool if you buy your own plan. (http://speaker.house.gov/issues?id=0004 )

Also, a public insurance plan, which H.R. 3200 contains, forces private companies to compete with the government option, ultimately reducing costs for consumers.  See for example the Urban Institute’s study “Can a Public Health Plan Increase Competition and Lower the Costs of Health Reform?,” 10/3/08, available at http://www.urban.org/publications/411762.html.  H.R. 3200 would also give Americans more access to quality health care by creating a high quality public health insurance option that would compete with private insurers. (http://speaker.house.gov/issues?id=0004 )

A public health insurance option, like that which H.R. 3200 contains, would “foster greater competition; lower costs; and give consumers a greater variety of affordable choices.” 

http://www.whitehouse.gov/realitycheck/faq#i2 
H.R. 3200 would also create a health care system that works for Americans, no matter what happens with their health or their job. It would create a system where no one could be denied coverage for pre-existing conditions and would eliminate lifetime limits on how much insurance companies will pay. Also, the creation of a public health insurance option, which is contained in H.R. 3200, means that Americans who lose their jobs or whose employers drop them coverage will not have to go without health care. 

http://speaker.house.gov/issues?id=0004
According to a report by health care expert and Yale Professor Jacob Hacker, and released by the Institute for America’s Future, the public health insurance option contained in H.R. 3200 “is available to anyone who lacks employer-provided health insurance—rich and poor alike, and whether working for a small or large employer, self-employed, or unemployed.”

(http://www.ourfuture.org/files/Hacker_Public_Plan_August_2009.pdf ) 




