SCRIPT FOR SCHEDULING A MEETING WITH YOUR REPRESENTATIVE

Hello, my name is___________. Can I please speak to the scheduler for your office? I'd like to request a meeting with the Representative/Senator.

[Once you reach the scheduler, introduce yourself again if needed.]

I'm calling from the [town] MoveOn Council, the local chapter of the 5 million-member national organization MoveOn.org. I'm calling to request an in-person meeting with Rep/Sen ________ during the mid-February [state/district] work period. 

We would like to discuss the passage of comprehensive health care reform as well as other issues affecting working families here in [STATE]. We would bring a few members of the [TOWN] MoveOn Council.

Can we find a time to meet with Rep./Sen. NAME?

[If they say no, be polite, and find a way to explain yourself again. Some things you can say are:]

· While some people argue that Democrats should give up or scale back or delay their efforts for comprehensive health care reform, we would like to discuss the impact of the current health care crisis on people here in [STATE].

· Voters still want change in this country, particularly around economic issues, and we'd like to discuss some of the ways Rep/Sen NAME can support policies that help Main Street rather than Wall Street. 

[If they continue to say no, use your judgment and consult the tips below. It might be best to call back a little later. Or, if it's clear that the representative/senator really isn't available to meet during the recess week, you can ask for a meeting at another time or as a last resort, with a staffer.]

TIPS FOR SCHEDULING THE MEETING:

· Start by requesting a meeting with the member of Congress during the recess (district or state work period) from Feb. 12-21. You can use the script above for the call, and you can use our sample meeting request letter if they ask for one.

· Be polite. Whether or not you agree with your representative's politics, treating the staff you talk to with courtesy is the best way to get a meeting. 

· Say that you're asking on behalf of local MoveOn members who want a meeting. It's important to be clear that you represent local constituents. 

· Be persistent, and follow up. You may not get a firm answer right away, so don't give up. Call back every few days to check on the status of your request. 

· If it's clear that the representative is truly unavailable to meet with you, you should ask for a meeting with a staffer. Ask to meet with the District Director. 

· Not sure how to find your local congressional office? Check www.house.gov for contact information.

OPTIONAL: It might be helpful to mention how many MoveOn members live in the district. If the person requesting the meeting is interested in knowing that number, they should check with their organizer to get the right number.

