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Today in Arkansas/North Dakota/Montana, a patient lost insurance coverage for medical care she needs...
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Hospital bills will eat up another families’ savings…
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and a small business owner is worried about affording health benefits for his employees.

Male VO

But when Senator (Kent Conrad/Blanche Lincoln/Max Baucus) recently had a chance to help fix our health care crisis, she/he voted no.

Instead of helping Arkansas/North Dakota/Montana families get more affordable, quality health care choices, Senator (Conrad/Lincoln/Baucus) sided with the special interests and insurance companies
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If you believe we deserve the choice of a public health insurance option, call Senator Conrad/Lincoln/Baucus at (202) 224-3121 – and ask him/her why he/she doesn’t.  
Tell him North Dakota/Arkansas/Montana families can’t afford to wait for real reform with a strong public option any longer.  
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According to the Center for American Progress, in December 2008 and January 2009, 80 Arkansans a day lost their health insurance, 10 North Dakotans a day lost their health insurance, and 30 Montanans a day lost their health insurance.

(http://www.americanprogressaction.org/issues/2009/03/pdf/health_losses.pdf )

According to a recent study in the American Journal of Medicine, more than 60 percent of bankruptcies are caused by health care bills. According to the data, this means that over a three week period, 53,507 people will file for bankruptcy because of medical costs. (6/5/09)   http://www.cnn.com/2009/HEALTH/06/05/bankruptcy.medical.bills/ )

According to a recent study by the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, more than one in three small business owners (36%) said that rising costs are likely to cause them to cut some portion of health insurance benefits for their employees. http://www.rwjf.org/pr/product.jsp?id=36550  
And according to CNN: “Of the 46 million uninsured in the U.S., 27 million are small business owners, their employees or their dependents.”

(CNN, 1/26/09, http://money.cnn.com/2009/01/26/smallbusiness/health_cure.fsb/ )  

On September 29th 2009, Senators Kent Conrad, Blanche Lincoln and Max Baucus all voted against two amendments taken up by the Senate Finance Committee that would have created a public health insurance option.

(http://www.nytimes.com/2009/09/30/health/policy/30health.html?hp ) 
According to Health Care for America Now: “A public health insurance option increases competition, something that is sorely lacking in health insurance markets today… By introducing competition into the marketplace, the public health insurance option does two things. First, it lowers cost for everyone… Second, a public health insurance option will keep the insurance industry honest… Without a public health insurance option, there will be no incentive to control costs or play by the rules because there will be no competition. If everyone is forced to by insurance, and the government gives people subsidies to help everyone pay for it, what incentive do insurers have to lower their prices or stop their abuses? However, by increasing competition and giving people a true choice, a public health insurance option can lower your premiums and the cost to government, as well as make sure insurers play by the rules.”
(http://blog.healthcareforamericanow.org/2009/09/14/the-public-health-insurance-option-what-how-and-why/) 
According to the White House, a public health insurance option would “foster greater competition; lower costs; and give consumers a greater variety of affordable choices.” http://www.whitehouse.gov/realitycheck/faq#i2
According to former secretary of labor and professor at the University of California, Robert Reich:  “without a public option, the other parties that comprise America's non-system of health care -- private insurers, doctors, hospitals, drug companies, and medical suppliers -- have little or no incentive to supply high-quality care at a lower cost than they do now.” (Wall Street Journal, June 24th, 2009, http://online.wsj.com/article/SB124580516633344953.html )

Also, a public insurance plan would force, forces private companies to compete with the government option, ultimately reducing costs for consumers.  See for example the Urban Institute’s study “Can a Public Health Plan Increase Competition and Lower the Costs of Health Reform?,” 10/3/08, available at http://www.urban.org/publications/411762.html.  
According to Nobel Prize winning economist Paul Krugman about the public health insurance option: “For the record, neither regional health cooperatives nor state-level public plans, both of which have been proposed as alternatives, would have the financial stability and bargaining power needed to bring down health care costs.”

(New York Times, June 22, 2009, http://www.nytimes.com/2009/06/22/opinion/22krugman.html )

According to a report by health care expert and Yale Professor Jacob Hacker, and released by the Institute for America’s Future,  a public option, similar to those proposed in the two amendments: “is available to anyone who lacks employer-provided health insurance—rich and poor alike, and whether working for a small or large employer, self-employed, or unemployed.”

(http://www.ourfuture.org/files/Hacker_Public_Plan_August_2009.pdf )

Health and insurance interests have been vocal in their opposition to the public health insurance option, and have spent millions of dollars lobbying against it. 

According to The Hill, the two trade associations that represent the insurance industries sent a letter to key members of Congress stating their opposition to the public health insurance plan. The letter was signed by America’s Health Insurance Plans (AHIP) President and CEO Karen Ignagni and Blue Cross Blue Shield Association (BCBSA) President and CEO Scott Serota. 

(The Hill, 3/24/09, http://thehill.com/business--lobby/insurance-groups-pen-letter-against-obama-health-plan-2009-03-24.html )
According to the Associated Press about the industries opposition to the plan: “Industry lobbyists are using influential allies, a thick wallet and a strategy of avoiding blatant confrontation to block or weaken the proposal, which Democrats say would drive down costs by offering an alternative to private companies.”

(Associated Press, 8/6/09, http://www.startribune.com/politics/national/congress/52594712.html?elr=KArks8c7PaP3E77K_3c::D3aDhUec7PaP3E77K_0c::D3aDhUiD3aPc:_Yyc:aUU )
And according to the Politico:  “…insurers have played the inside game, spending about $40 million on an army of lobbyists and lavishing campaign contributions on Democrats and Republicans to kill the public option. In all, the health industry spent $133 million in the second quarter alone, more than a million bucks a day.” (Politico, 7/25/09, http://www.politico.com/news/stories/0809/25709.html



