
To:  President Barack Obama 
 
cc:  FCC Chairman Julius Genachowski 

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi 
Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid 
House Commerce Committee Chairman Henry Waxman 
Senate Commerce Committee Chairman Jay Rockefeller 
 

 
Dear President Obama: 
 
We are writing to express strong support for Network Neutrality. An Internet free of gatekeepers 
is essential to economic innovation, job creation, free speech and democratic participation. This 
openness is vital to our success as organizers, activists and bloggers. 
 
We were encouraged by your pledge in 2008 to “take a back seat to no one” in your commitment 
to Net Neutrality. When you entered the White House in 2009, you called working to “support 
the principle of network neutrality to preserve the benefits of open competition on the Internet” 
the top priority of your technology platform, and you appointed as chair of the Federal 
Communications Commission someone who seemed to champion this view. 
 
Today, however, we’re concerned that the White House and FCC are backing away from this 
commitment. There is much talk of “compromise” on this crucial issue, and reports of backroom 
meetings between FCC officials and lobbyists to cut a deal that would jeopardize the open 
Internet. Giving up on your pledge to protect Net Neutrality would be a serious and possibly 
irreversible mistake.  
 
Without rules to prevent discrimination online, Internet service providers will be free to choose 
whose voices are more important and whose views will be heard. Net Neutrality promotes the 
broadest possible dissemination of all forms of speech. This openness is the reason the Internet 
has unleashed a tidal wave of civic participation and new political activism. Without it, our blogs, 
websites and online organizing efforts wouldn’t exist. 
 
If the FCC fails to re-establish its authority to protect Internet users, your administration will not 
be able to carry out the National Broadband Plan and allow all Americans to share in the benefits 
the Internet has to offer. We risk falling even further behind the rest of the world in broadband 
adoption and missing out on the millions of jobs and technological advances an open Internet 
will create. 
 
Since the fight for Net Neutrality began more than four years ago, nearly two million Americans 
from all walks of life have picked up the phone, signed petitions, written letters, recorded videos, 
and spoken out publicly to urge our leaders in Washington to get behind Net Neutrality.  
 
Without strong White House support and decisive action at the FCC, we could lose the Internet 
as we know it.  
 
Please re-affirm your commitment to Net Neutrality and support quick and clear action by the 
FCC to regain its authority to protect the open Internet once and for all.  



 
Sincerely, 
 
Justin Ruben 
Executive Director 
MoveOn.org Political Action 
 
Jane Hamsher 
FireDogLake 
 
Markos Moulitsas  
on behalf of the editors and staff of DailyKOS 
 
Lawrence Lessig 
Founder 
Change Congress 
 
James Rucker 
Executive Director 
ColorofChange.org 
 
Faviana Rodriguez 
Co-Founder 
Presente.org  
 
Michael Kieschnick 
President 
Credo ACTION 
 
Jim Dean 
on behalf of the more than one million members of Democracy for America 
 
Mike Lux 
President 
Progressive Strategies L.L.C. 
 
Adam Green 
Co-Founder 
Progressive Change Campaign Coalition  
 
Darcy Burner 
ProgressiveCongress.org 
 
Raven Brooks 
Executive Director 
Netroots Nation 



 
Chris Bowers 
Co-Founder 
OpenLeft.com 
 
Stephanie Taylor 
Co-Founder 
BoldProgressives.org 
 
Pam Spaulding 
Pam's House Blend 
 
Aaron Swartz 
Co-Creator  
RSS and Reddit 
 
Robert Greenwald 
President 
Brave New Films 
 
Chris Rabb 
Founder 
AfroNetizen 
 
David Young 
Writers Guild of America -West 
 
Jason Rosenbaum 
The Seminal 
 
Oliver Willis 
OliverWillis.com 
 
Art Brodsky 
Public Knowledge 
 
Brett Solomon 
Executive Director 
Access 
 
Ben Rattray 
Founder 
Change.org 
 
Tracy Van Slyke 
Executive Director 
Media Consortium 



 
Cheryl Contee 
Jack and Jill Politics 
 
Eric Hoffpauir 
Co-Founder 
Show Me Progress 
 
Samhita Mukhopadhyay 
Feministing 
 
Phil Dampier 
StoptheCap.com 
 
Deanna Zandt 
Media technologist and author 
 
Mike Stark 
StarkReports.com 
 
Phillip Anderson 
The Albany Project 
 
Sean Paul Kelley 
The Agonist 
 
Josh Nelson 
EnviroKnow.com  
 
Ellen Brodsky 
News Hounds 
 
 
 


